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(57) ABSTRACT

A turbine engine fan disk including a cylindrical rim includ-
ing in its outer periphery substantially axial slots for mount-
ing blade roots and opening out to a radially upstream face of
the rim is provided. A shroud extends from the rim and con-
nects with a rotary drive shaft. A cylindrical lip extends
upstream from the upstream face of the rim. The inside sur-
face of the disk having a cylindrical portion extended
upstream by a portion of greater diameter that forms a setback
that is axially offset upstream relative to the upstream radial
face of the rim.

15 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
TURBINE ENGINE FAN DISK

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a turbine engine fan disk.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A turbine engine fan comprises a disk carrying blades
having roots engaged in substantially axial slots formed in the
outer periphery ofthe disk. The blades are held radially on the
disk by co-operation between the shapes of their roots and the
shapes of the slots in the disk, the blade roots being of the
dovetail type, for example. Inter-blade platforms are mounted
on the disk between the fan blades.

A fan of that type is described in document FR 2 930 595 in
the name of the Applicant, and in that document the annular
disk does not have balance weights or balance hub, but com-
prises a rim having upstream and downstream radial faces
into which the mounting slots for the blade roots open out. A
cylindrical lip extends axially from the upstream radial face
of'the rim and a groove is formed in the lip upstream from the
blades for the purpose of mounting means for retaining the
blade roots axially.

The blades are also held axially in the downstream direc-
tion by bearing against an annular cheek plate that is fitted
onto the downstream end of the rim and that is fastened
thereto by bolting, which cheek plate includes an inner annu-
lar flange for fastening to the upstream end of a shaft of the
turbine engine.

The inside surface of the disk includes a cylindrical portion
connected upstream to a larger-diameter portion forming a
setback situated downstream from the upstream radial face of
the rim.

In operation the radial forces generated by the rotating fan
blades generate tangential stresses in the disk in its portion
presenting the slots for mounting the blade roots. In addition,
bending stresses are created by the above-mentioned lip, in
particular in the zone of the setback.

Thus, in that zone, the tangential stresses and the bending
stresses are cumulative, thereby leading to risks of the disk
breaking or becoming degraded.

OBIJECT AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A particular object of the invention is to provide a solution
to that problem that is simple, effective, and inexpensive.

To this end, the invention provides a turbine engine fan disk
comprising a cylindrical rim including in its outer periphery
substantially axial slots for mounting blade roots and opening
out to a radially upstream face of the rim, a shroud extending
from the rim and connecting with a rotary drive shaft, and a
cylindrical lip extending upstream from the upstream face of
the rim, the inside surface of the disk having a cylindrical
portion extended upstream by a portion of greater diameter
that forms a setback, wherein the setback is offset axially
upstream relative to the upstream radial face of the rim.

In this manner, the zone in which the bending stresses
appear is offset upstream from the upstream radial face of the
disk. The tangential stresses are concentrated in the portion of
the disk that is subjected to the radial forces exerted by the
blades, i.e. downstream from the upstream radial face, and the
bending stresses are concentrated upstream from the
upstream radial face, such that those two types of stress are
not cumulative in the same portion of the disk.
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According to a characteristic of the invention, the setback
is offset axially from the upstream radial face by an axial
distance lying in the range 1 millimeter (mm) to 3 mm.

Advantageously, the inside surface of the disk includes a
frustoconical portion flaring downstream, extending from the
cylindrical portion to a downstream end of the rim.

Because of the particular profiles of the blades, it is found
that the tangential stresses are not distributed uniformly over
the entire length of the rim of the disk, i.e. the portion of the
disk in which the slots are formed and situated between the
upstream and downstream radial faces of the disks. The tan-
gential stresses are greater in the upstream portion of the rim,
i.e. directly downstream from the above-mentioned upstream
radial face, and the tangential stresses are smaller in the
downstream portion of the rim. The frustoconical portion thus
enables the disk to be consolidated in the zone that is sub-
jected to the greatest tangential stresses and enables the disk
to be lightened in the zone that is subjected to the smaller
tangential stresses.

The angle of the frustoconical portion may lie in the range
1° 10 10°, and is preferably about 3°.

The cylindrical end portion preferably has a length lying in
the range 10 mm to 20 mm.

In an embodiment of the invention, the disk does not have
balance weights or balance hub, thereby giving easy access to
a central nut for fastening the disk on the drive shaft of the
turbine engine. In addition, depending on the diameter of the
fan and taking account of the slenderness of the blades, the
volume available for housing the disks may be very small,
thereby making it impossible or difficult to accommodate
balance weights or balance hub.

The invention also provides a turbine engine such as an
airplane turboprop or turbojet, that includes a fan disk of the
above-specified type.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The invention can be understood and other details, charac-
teristics, and advantages of the invention appear on reading
the following description made by way of non-limiting
example with reference to the accompanying drawings in
which the sole FIGURE is a half-view in longitudinal section
of'a portion of a fan fitted with a disk of the invention.

This FIGURE shows a fan of a turbine engine comprising
blades 1 carried by a disk 2 and between which there are
interposed inter-blade platforms 3.

MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Each fan blade 1 comprises an airfoil 4 connected at its
radially inner end to a root 5, e.g. of dovetail shape, that is
engaged in a substantially axial slot of complementary shape
in the disk 2 serving to hold the blade 1 radially on the disk 2.
A spacer 6 is interposed between the root 5 of each blade 1 and
the bottom 7 of the corresponding slot in the disk 2 in order to
prevent the blade 1 from moving radially relative to the disk
2.

The inter-blade platforms 3 form a wall that defines the
inside of the passage for the stream of air entering into the
turbine engine, and including means that co-operate with
corresponding means provided on the disk 2 between the slots
for fastening the platforms 3 on the disk 2.

The fan blades 1 are held axially in the slots of the disks 2
by appropriate means mounted on the disk.

The disk 2 essentially comprises a cylindrical rim 8 having
no balance weights or balance hub and defined axially by
upstream and downstream radial faces 9 and 10 into which the
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slots for mounting the blade roots 4 open out. The disk is
made of a nickel-based alloy, e.g. Inconel 718, or out of a
titanium-based alloy.

The disk 2 also has a cylindrical lip 11 extending axially
upstream from the upstream radial face and having an outside
surface that includes an annular groove 12, as is already
known. The groove 12 is defined by the upstream radial face
9 of the disk and by a flange 13 extending radially outwards.

The means for retaining the blades 1 comprise a ring 14
inserted by jaw clutching in the groove 12 and including a
radial surface 15 serving as the axial abutment for the spacers
6, the blade roots 4 themselves bearing against a radial surface
16 of the spacers 6.

The disk 2 also includes a shroud 17 extending from the
downstream end of the rim 8 and connecting it to a rotary
drive shaft (not shown).

The blades 1 are held axially downstream by bearing
against an annular cheek plate 18 fastened to the disk 2 by
means of bolts 19.

The inside surface of the disk 2 has a cylindrical portion 20
of diameter d, that is extended upstream by a portion 21 of
greater diameter d,, thereby forming a setback. By way of
example the diameter d, is about 160 mm and the diameterd,
is about 155 mm.

The setback 21 is offset axially from the upstream radial
face 9 of the rim 8 in the upstream direction by a distance 1,
that lies in the range 1 mm to 3 mm.

The length 1, of the cylindrical portion 20 lies in the range
10 mm to 20 mm.

The inside surface of the disk 2 also has a frustoconical
portion 22 that flares downstream, extending from the cylin-
drical portion 20 to the downstream end of the rim 8.

The angle o of the frustoconical portion 22 lies in the range
1° 1o 10°, and is preferably about 3°.

As mentioned above, the offset of the setback 21 relative to
the upstream radial face 9 of the rim 8 makes it possible to
dissociate the tangential stresses and the bending stresses that
appear in the disk 2 in operation, thereby avoiding any risk of
the disk 2 breaking or being degraded. The frustoconical
portion 22 serves to reinforce the disk 2 in the zones having
the greatest tangential stresses and to lighten the disk 2 in the
zones having the smallest tangential stresses.

What is claimed is:

1. A turbine engine fan disk having an axis and comprising:

a rim including slots, at a radially outer periphery, for

mounting blade roots in the slots, the slots opening out to
an upstream radial face of the rim;

a shroud extending from the rim and connecting with a

rotary drive shaft; and

a lip extending upstream from the upstream radial face of

the rim, the lip having a radially inside surface provided
with a concave setback which is offset both:

axially upstream relative to the upstream radial face of the

rim, and

radially relative to a radially inside surface of the disk.

2. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 1,
wherein the setback is offset axially from the upstream radial
face of the rim by an axial distance lying in the range 1 mm to
3 mm.
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3. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 1,
wherein the radially inside surface of the disk includes a
frustoconical portion flaring downstream and extending to a
downstream end of the rim.

4. A turbine engine fan disk according to claim 3, wherein
the angle of the frustoconical portion lies in the range 1° to
10°.

5. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 4,
wherein the angle of the frustoconical portion is about 3°.

6. A turbine engine fan disk having an axis and comprising:

a rim including slots, at a radially outer periphery, for
mounting blade roots in the slots, the slots opening out to
an upstream radial face of the rim;

a shroud extending from the rim and connecting with a
rotary drive shaft;

a lip extending upstream from an upstream radial face of
the rim, the lip having a radially inside surface provided
with a concave setback which is offset both:
axially upstream relative to the upstream radial face of

the rim, and
radially relative to a radially inside surface of the disk,
wherein the lip has a radially outside surface that includes
an annular groove in which a ring is partially engaged,
for retaining blades.

7. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 1,
wherein the disk has a radially inner surface having a cylin-
drical portion at an upstream end, the cylindrical portion
extending parallel to the axis and having a length lying in the
range 10 mm to 20 mm.

8. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 1,
wherein it does not include balance weights or balance hub.

9. A turbine engine, including a turbine engine fan disk
according to claim 1.

10. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 1,
wherein the lip has a radially outside surface that includes an
annular groove in which a ring is partially engaged, for retain-
ing blades.

11. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 10,
wherein the annular groove is defined by an upstream radial
face of the disk and by a flange of the lip extending radially
outwards.

12. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 1,
wherein the radially inside surface of the disk has a frusto-
conical portion that flares downstream.

13. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 6,
wherein the ring includes an upstream inner radial surface
which abuts an outer radial surface of the flange of the lip, and
a downstream outer radial surface which abuts an inner radial
surface of a spacer interposed between one of the blade roots
and one of the slots.

14. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 6,
wherein the groove is defined by an upstream radial face of
the disk and by a flange of the lip extending radially outwards.

15. The turbine engine fan disk according to claim 6,
wherein the radially inside surface of the disk has a frusto-
conical portion that flares downstream.
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